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After talking baseball and O.J. Simp-
son’s parole on sports radio Friday, Gov.
Chris Christie made time to sign dozens
of new laws, including one that protects
transgender students’ privacy rights,
and permits them to use bathrooms and
dress according to their gender identity.

Christie also signed legislation de-
signed to combat the state’s heroin crisis
and another named after a slain Hills-
dale girl.

Fourteen bills were vetoed, including
one that would have benefited anti-
smoking initiatives by dedicating 1 per-
cent of the tax revenues from the sale of
cigarettes and tobacco products to those
programs. He also agreed to raise the
minimum age to buy tobacco products
from 19 to 21.

The transgender rights law requires
the commissioner of education to devel-
op guidelines for school districts to ad-
dress an array of transgender students’
needs. Christie, a Republican who had
sought his party’s nomination for presi-
dent after making some appeals to con-
servatives, signed the law cleared by the
state’s Democratic-controlled Legisla-
ture without comment.

“These guidelines are needed to en-
sure that transgender students can safe-
ly be themselves without fear of being
persecuted,” said Assemblywomen Val-
erie Vainieri Huttle, D-Englewood, one
of the bill’s sponsors, in a statement.

Some school districts have already
implemented similar policies, allowing
transgender students to use bathrooms
and locker rooms that align with their
gender identities. 

Schools are also required to use the
name or pronoun that corresponds to a
student’s gender identity, and a student’s
school ID should be in the name corre-
sponding to the student’s gender identi-
ty. Transgender students are also given
equal opportunities to participate in
physical education and in gender-segre-
gated school activities.

Fighting heroin epidemic

In the final year of his second term,
Christie’s agenda has aimed to focus on
fighting the state’s heroin epidemic by
expanding treatment and resources. 

Statistics released this week by the
Bergen County Prosecutor’s Office show
that this year could be Bergen County’s
most deadly year on record, with 244
overdoses, including 57 fatalities. 

The new legislation requires the
state’s Department of Human Services
to start a daily report, which would be
posted on their website, that includes in-
formation on open beds available in fa-
cilities across the state for those in need
of mental health or substance-use disor-
der treatment. 

Further, the Department of Education
is tasked with developing an educational
fact sheet, targeted specifically for par-
ents of student athletes and cheerlead-
ers, about the use and misuse of pre-
scription opioids. 

Hospice programs, under the new
laws, are permitted to accept unused
prescription medication from their pa-
tients for safe disposal. Those programs
are also required to use sensitive termin-
ology when referring to people with sub-
stance use disorders or certain disabili-
ties. 

Joan’s Law 

The latest amendment to Joan’s Law,
a bill named after Hillsdale’s 7-year-old
Joan D’Alessandro, who was raped and
killed by her neighbor 44 years ago, will
require life in prison without parole for
anyone convicted of murdering and sex-
ually assaulting a person under the age
of 18. 

The previous bill required the same
punishment for those convicted of that
crime to minors under 14. 

“This day is a tremendous victory,”
said Rosemarie D’Alessandro, Joan’s
mother and leading advocate of the law,
which was first enacted 20 years ago.

D’Alessandro was hoping for a public

signing of the bill, similar to the one for-
mer Gov. Christine Whitman did when
signing the bill in 1997. She had been ad-
vocating for this latest amendment to
the bill for seven years. 

“They will never have to go through
parole hearings and appeals like our
family had to for through for years,”
D’Alessandro said. She was motivated
to get Joan’s Law established when her
daughter’s murderer, Joseph McGo-
wan, became eligible for parole 14
years after receiving a life sentence.
He has been denied parole several
times. 

Other bills signed 

Christie signed five bills aimed to
benefit the state’s military veterans, in-
cluding one that establishes a Gold Star
Family Counseling Program in the De-
partment of Military and Veterans Af-
fairs. Another bill allows all disabled
veterans to receive parking privileges
reserved for people with disabilities.

Among the bills signed that are
aimed to preserve and protect the envi-
ronment was legislation appropriating
$71.7 million from the corporate busi-
ness tax revenue and Green Acres
funds to the Department of Environ-
ment Protection for local government
open space acquisitions and park de-
velopment projects.

Christie began his day once again
filling in on the WFAN-660 morning
show, “Boomer & Carton.” 

“Sounds like a great day for me,”
Christie said as he kicked off the show.
Christie began auditioning this month
for a permanent hosting gig at the CBS
sports radio station. 

But, Friday’s 20-minute segment
was not part of the governor’s series of
auditions, said co-host Boomer Esia-
son. 

The radio appearance came ahead of
Christie’s trip to Colorado next week
for a meeting with the Republican Gov-
ernors Association. 
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“This is an amazing team,” Geoff
Hamilton, the Conservation Corps’ man-
ager, said of Moriarty’s crew. “They’re
all younger than I’d normally feel com-
fortable with but they are awesome.
They’re very independent and able to
solve problems on their own.

“These kids could be doing anything,”
Hamilton said. “But they chose to serve.
And I’d put them right up there with any-
one else who serves.”

That’s no idle compliment. Hamilton
was in the Army for 20 years, including a
tour in Bosnia and two tours in Iraq.

At the start of the summer, each trail
crew received a week of training on how
to use the equipment. The crew leaders
had an extra week of leadership training.
They also learned the intricacies of mak-
ing stone steps on a trail, and how to
make those steps look as natural as pos-
sible.

“We need an 8-inch rise for each step,”
said Moriarty, a Don Bosco graduate who
just earned a degree in English from Ur-
sinus College outside Philadelphia,
where he played baseball. He plans to go
to law school.

“We put crushed rocks under each
step so they won’t move,” Moriarty con-
tinued, “and the step has to have contact
with the stone base or landing in front of
it. And gargoyles are big rocks we put on
the sides of the steps that angle in and
put pressure on the steps to keep them in
place.

“There’s no concrete or mortar used,”
he said. “It’s like Roman arches – it’s all
held together through pressure.”

For the past few weeks, Moriarty’s
crew has been creating a new footprint
for part of the Ramapo Reservation’s
Vista Loop Trail. The old section of the
trail is deeply rutted from use. Rocks
and tree roots jut out, causing hazards
for hikers. The trail has been eroded as
well from rainfall runoff.

The new section will run closer to
MacMillan Brook and provide a striking
view of a waterfall that splashes over a
small cliff. The stone steps will help pre-
vent erosion.

“There’s science involved, but it’s also
an art form,” Hamilton said.

The biggest challenge, Moriarty said,
“is finding the right stones. We use a ro-
tary hammer drill, and we slit rocks by
having one person hold a riveting ham-
mer which another person hits with a
sledgehammer.”

So far no fingers have been acciden-
tally smashed. “There’s a lot of trust in-
volved among the team,” Moriarty said.

His crew includes Heather Tufano,
22, a Ramsey resident who just graduat-
ed from William Paterson University,
majored in environmental science and
wants to work in wildlife conservation.
“I’ve been coming here to Ramapo Res-
ervation my whole life, and with this
summer job I’m doing something bene-
ficial for it,” Tufano said.

She had to admit that initially, her

muscles were sore. “The first week it
was pretty rough getting up each morn-
ing,” she said.

Another member of the crew is Jere-
my Johnson, 20, a Seton Hall Prep gradu-
ate from Union Township who is major-
ing environmental studies at Rowan Uni-
versity.

“I know that I like environmental is-
sues, but I’m not sure what I want to do
for a job, so I thought this would be a
good intro to the field, and it seemed like
a way to have a fun and interesting sum-
mer,” Johnson said.

“I expected to be making trails, but I
didn’t understand how much hard work
it is and how intricate the stairs are to
make,” he said.

Oh, and Johnson hates bugs. “I was
swarmed by flies the first week – it was
horrible,” he said.

Ryan Jackson, 22, of Freehold, is the
other member of the crew. She just grad-
uated from Drew University, where she
played soccer and basketball, majored in
anthropology, and minored in environ-
mental science. She’ll be attending the
University of Wyoming in the fall to earn
a master’s in geography.

Jackson had helped build trails dur-
ing spring break in an old mining area of
Kentucky. “I’ve always wanted to be out-
side and like hiking and hate being in-
side,” she said.

The Ramapo crew is the only one
working in New Jersey. The other crews
are fixing trails in New York. Two crews
are at Bear Mountain State Park, two are
in Sterling Forest State Park, one is in the

Breakneck Ridge area of Hudson High-
lands State Park Preserve, and one is
stationed in the Catskills. Another team
identifies and removes invasive plant
species along trails.

“I’m impressed by the quality of
work they’re doing.” Hamilton said.
“And they do it in the heat, they do it in
the rain. They don’t stop – and they
don’t want to.”

The Conservation Corps attracts
participants from across the country
through AmeriCorps. Hamilton said
the experience creates bonds among
the members of each crew. The teams
stay each night at a group camp on Low-
er Twin Lake in Harriman State Park.
When they are all together, you can still
figure out which corps members are
crewmates by the way they interact,
Hamilton said.

The teams are funded with grants
from the William Froelich Foundation
and the Bergen County Parks Depart-
ment, along with the Trail Conference’s
own fundraising efforts.

Those who commit to 450 hours of
service earn a living allowance of
$3,500 and an education award of
$1,527. Some people commit to a 900-
hour term of service, extending into
October, and earn a living allowance of
$7,000 and an education award of
$2,887.

Moriarty said working on trails in
Ramapo Reservation for the summer
was something he couldn’t pass up. “I
live down the street – I’ve come here
and explored every inch of this place,”
he said. “I’ll bring friends from out of
town and take them up to Hawk Rock
for the amazing view.”

Now, he’ll add another memorable
experience in the reservation – build-
ing stone steps in the woods. “It’s some-
thing that’s going to last and that I can
show my friends and my kids and
grandkids,” he said. “And it’s preserv-
ing something I’ve been close to forev-
er.”

Trails
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NY/NJ Trail Conference volunteers work on building new trails at the Ramapo Valley County
Reservation.

“These kids could be doing anything.
But they chose to serve. And I’d put
them right up there with anyone else
who serves.”

GEOFF HAMILTON
NEW YORK-NEW JERSEY TRAIL CONFERENCE’S

CONSERVATION CORPS MANAGER

GASP. Christie has often recounted his
last conversation with his mother, who
he has said died of lung cancer that had
spread to her brain. 

Opposition to the bill came from
owners of convenience stores and delis,
who argued that sales of sandwiches
and other products would be reduced if
19- and 20-year-olds stopped coming in
to buy cigarettes. 

The state Office of Legislative Ser-
vices estimated state tax revenues
would drop by $4.5 million to $12.1 mil-
lion in the first year after enactment,
with a decreasing impact in subsequent
years. 

But health advocates pointed out
that state healthcare costs would even-
tually be reduced if some young people
did not become tobacco users. 

Smoking is the leading preventable
cause of death in the United States,
claiming 480,000 lives a year, according
to the federal Centers for Disease Con-
trol. It leads to higher rates of cancer,
and respiratory and vascular diseases.
Smokeless tobacco also causes cancer. 

Across the United States, nearly
nine out of 10 cigarette smokers begin
smoking by age 18, and nearly all cur-
rent smokers tried it before they
turned 26. The CDC estimates that each
day 3,200 people younger than 18 first
try smoking and that an additional 2,100
become daily smokers. 

New Jersey’s teen smoking rate was
lower than the national average in 2014,
the last year for which statistics are
available, at 8.2 percent. That was down
from 14.3 percent in 2010. 

But in the most recent survey, about
one in eight New Jersey teenagers had
tried e-cigarettes at least once. A simi-
lar number reported using a hookah, or
water pipe that burns special tobacco,
with the smoke passing through water
before being drawn through a hose. 

The state currently does not require
vendors of e-cigarette products to be li-
censed, Blumenfeld said. Without a list
of sellers, it may be difficult to enforce
the new legal age at those establish-
ments, she said. 

Assemblyman Herb Conaway, a
physician from Burlington County and
co-sponsor of the measure, said more
needed to be done to “help deter [teens]
from picking up this dangerous and
deadly habit.” 

Reducing access to tobacco prod-
ucts is an increasingly popular strategy
for preventing teen smoking.

Blumenfeld cited the example of
Needham, Massachusetts, the first mu-
nicipality to raise the legal age for pur-
chase. Within a few years, the rate of
smoking among teenagers in Needham
was 40 percent lower than it was in
neighboring towns, she said. 

Smoking
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Reince Priebus and others blocked Sca-
ramucci from getting a position at the
White House, saying he lacked the nec-
essary experience and skills, the offi-
cial said. 

Spicer tweeted Friday that it had
been an “honor and privilege” to serve
in the administration and that he would
remain in his job through August.

During the briefing, Scaramucci
wished Spicer well, saying, “I hope he
goes on to make a tremendous amount
of money.”

Scaramucci said he appreciated that
Spicer wanted to give him a clean slate
by leaving but disputed that there were
any bad feelings.

“I don’t have any friction with Sean,”
he said.

Scaramucci also pushed back on the
idea that White House is having trouble.

“This ship is going in the right direc-
tion,” he said. “We’ve just got to radio
signal the direction very quickly.”

Rumors began to circulate that the
White House was considering making a
major staff shake-up in May, in the
wake of Trump’s abrupt firing of FBI
Director James Comey.

Trump blamed his press team, in-
cluding Spicer, for failing to arrest the
public firestorm that ensued. Comey
had been running the investigation into
the Trump campaign’s possible collu-
sion with Russia during the presidential
election — though the press team had
been left in the dark about the presi-
dent’s sudden decision to fire him. 

The strain in Spicer’s relationship
with the president was perhaps at its
most public display when Trump, on his
first foreign trip in office, did not invite
Spicer to a meeting with Pope Francis
at the Vatican in late May. Spicer, a de-
vout Catholic, reportedly thought he
would be included in the entourage but
found out at the last minute that he
would not join Trump, members of the
first family and other administration
officials. According to CNN, meeting
the pope was “all he wanted.”

Even in the earliest days of the
Trump administration, Spicer had a
rocky rollout as spokesman with an an-
tagonistic first appearance in the White
House briefing room.

Contributing: David Jackson
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